
 

How does a corona Antigen rapid test work? 
 

With the SARS-CoV-2 Rapid test you can quickly 
decide whether the tested person should be kept 
in quarantine so that there is no further risk of 
further spread of the virus. The test is intended for 
both symptomatic and asymptomatic individuals. 

 

The test can usually help identify a SARS-CoV-2 
infection in suspected carriers of the virus within 
15 minutes. How exactly does such a rapid test 
work, how reliable is the test and where and by 

whom can it be administered. 

 

The SARS-CoV-2 Antigen rapid test can be performed by anyone at any location, close to 
the patient. The use of laboratory systems is not necessary here. This is very practical 
when performing a laboratory test is not possible and when a quick decision is needed. 

 

How does the quick test work? 

The SARS-CoV-2 virus causes an infection of the respiratory tract. It is mainly transmitted 
through respiratory droplets after close contact, and the virus particles are thought to 
multiply on the mucous membranes of the upper respiratory tract. 

By taking a sample of the droplets on the mucous membranes with a swab sample or 
swab, we can detect the presence of SARS-CoV-2 virus with a SARS-CoV-2 antigen test 
by identifying nucleoprotein. The test identifies an ongoing infection during the acute 
phase of COVID-19, while the virus is still present in large quantities in the respiratory 
tract. 

Quick and easy testing 
 

 

Take a sample 
 
Insert a sterile swab into a patient's nostril, wipe the 
surface of the posterior nasopharynx with the swab. 
Remove the swab from the nasal cavity. 
 

 



 

 

Prepare a sample 1 
 
Place the swab in an extraction buffer tube. Stir the 
swab at least 5 times while squeezing the buffer 
tube. 
 

 

 

Prepare a sample 2 
 
Remove the swab while squeezing the sides of the 
tube to extract the liquid from the swab. 
 

 

 

Prepare a sample 3 
 
Press the spout cap firmly onto the tube. Continue to 
run the test. 
 

 

 

Running a test 1 
Place 3 drops of extracted sample in the sample well 
of the test device. 
 

 

 

Running a test 2 
 
Read the test result after 15 to 30 min. 
Caution: Risk of incorrect results. Do not read the 
test result after 30 min. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

A colored line appears in the upper part of the result window to indicate that the test is 
working properly. This is the control line (C). Even if the control line is faint, the test 
should be considered to have been performed correctly. If no control line is visible, the 
test is invalid. 

In case of a positive result, a colored line appears in the lower part of the result window. 
This is the test line (T). Even if the test line is very faint or uneven, the test result should 
be interpreted as a positive result. 

What is an antigen? 

The antigen test detects SARS-CoV-2 antigens in nasal and/or throat mucus. Antigens are 
pieces of the virus (proteins) that can trigger an immune response in the body. If you're 
carrying the virus, the antigen test will show you quickly; usually a quarter of an hour 
after applying the sample to the test cassette. The test can also be used outside the 
laboratory. The antigen test is less sensitive than the PCR test. The antigen test is often 
negative, especially if few virus particles are present. At the very beginning of the 
infection there are still few virus particles, then someone can still become positive 
afterwards. Later in the infection, the number of virus particles decreases again, then 
someone is no longer contagious. Then someone may incorrectly get a negative test 
result, while the person may have had COVID-19. 


